The Secret Admirer is: 


Other Person? 


nope 


Read your favorite weekly periodical 


Drink a big glass of water. 


JUUUUUUU 


The ship can not steer its own 
course this week. As much as 
youd like hag to flow along the 
paths of least resistance, you're 
efolee to-have to get your hands 
lirty and dig channels to coax the 
river along. 


Decaying reminders of beauti- 
ful golden.eras that have forever 
passed into dust will do you no 
good. Useva spike in nihilistic en- 
ergy to throw out everything you 
don’t need. Be brutal. You won't 
regret it. 


Go over the half finished projects 
that you gave up. on around the 
middle of last year. Nestled in their 
midst is a project that has slowly 
come to boil on a back burner in 
your brain. It’s perfect for who you 
now are. 


One of your primary, overarch- 
ing energies is in a position to 
join with an outside energy. This 
could be a relationship or job or 
anything really. Go into with clear, 
wide eyes. Ask all of the questions 
life has taught you to ask. 


Try to assess the ways in which the 
people around you are idealized 
projections of the people that you 
want them to be. Take a moment 
to fill in the details of their being 
with crayons from their own box. 


Something good will come to an 
end soon, but it.will pass natu- 
rally and without complication. 
Approach this ending with con- 
fidence and-let it unfold on your 
own terms. Something else good 
is right around the corner. 
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100 Word Album Review 


Oh hey we're also kind of a music pa- 
per sometimes. Remember that when 
you're about to release an album. This 
week's release: 


Six Songs From a Former Death 
by Tango Leopard 


What a fun album! I'm immediately 
struck by a jaunty, Elephant 6 vibe. 
The music is melodic and plodding, 
almost jazzy, best heard, | imagine, 
ona crappy tape player by an autumn 
ocean. The vocals and lyrics are well 
matched, slightly detached from but 
also unmistakably informed by the 
music. Throughout the songs warble 
tendrils of otherworldly Julian Koster- 
esque noise, surrounding simple 
acoustic progressions like a sheep 
dog, guiding them to more interest- 
ing pastures. From start to finish, the 
album is truly a solid unit, devoid of 
superfluity, each individual aspect 
building up and enhancing the oth- 
ers. Highly recommended. 


Ask the Admirer 


This week the advice column is on the front page because it ended up being really 


Your gravitational pull and your 
mastery of interpersonal physics 
in general is at a massive flow tide. 
Weave tendrils of influence in ev- 
ery direction to correct the things 
that are bothering you. 


You may oscillate between want- 
ing to be surrounded by your 
closest people and wanting to be 
far away from your closest people 
this week. Whatever you do, do it 
on your terms. Don’t ask for per- 
mission. 


ue rituals and magical objects 
will carry an extrasignificance for 
ou this week. It’s the perfect time 
0 find something lucky and let it 
envelop you. Pick-up=every coin 
ou see. If you find a gem, keep it 
orever. 


Something that you really want 
to buy will be cheaper very soon. 
Wait for the sale. In general, it’s a 
good time to slow your roll_and 
wait for the perfect moment. Tim- 
ing can make a great deal of dif- 
ference. 


People will be looking at you a 
little bit closer, and forming opin- 
ions a little deeper rooted than 
usual this week. Put your best foot 
forward and shine where you like 
to shine. It will be noticed and re- 
membered. 


There is a subtle but deep rift be- 
tween what you want to be mov- 
ing towards and what you're actu- 
ally moving towards. Remember, 
Magnetic North will not get you 
to the North Pole. Check the map 
again. 


long and I'm allowed to put it wherever | want. Write in more questions. 
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grasping blindly 
for your eyes 


Dear Secret Admirer 


I'm writing in to ask your opinion on how 
we should feel about David Bowie. He’s some- 
one that I've always generally liked, and! was 
sad to hear of his passing earlier today. I’m 
reading a lot of things online where people 
are pointing out that he was a pedophile and 
a white supremacist, and I'm finding it diffi- 
cult to process. A lot of other people are wall- 
pepenng over these accusations, which also 
doesn't feel right. What are your thoughts? 

-Loyal Reader 


Hello there, 


Woof! This is a complicated question for 
me to answer. First, I've also generally liked 
David Bowie my whole life, and wasn’t 
aware of these accusations until | received 
this question and did some research. Sec- 
ond, the offenses leveled at him are that 
he transgressed against people of color 
and girls. I'm a white male, and it is impos- 
sible for me to craft a response to these ac- 
cusations that comes from a place that can 
identify with or truly understand either of 
those groups. 


In case you don't know, readers, Lori 
Maddox slept with a twenty-something 
David Bowie when she was either 14 or 
15, depending on who you ask. Bowie also 
made some neuen Aryan Superman, 
pro nationalism/pro hitler remarks while 
in his Thin White Duke persona. Apologists 
dismiss both, saying that Maddox was ma- 
ture beyond her years, and that she never 
came out accusing Bowie of wrongdoing, 
and that the fascisty remarks were made in 
a state of heavy drug use, strictly as a prop 
for a persona, and furthermore that he was 
later vocally apologetic of that choice. 


So! My answer! Huh, hmm. Well, let's 
look at these actions objectively. Let's 
remove the lens of hero-worship. What 
if these actions came to light regarding 
someone that we don't like? Let’s say... 
oh... Donald Trump. | do believe in my 
heart of hearts that nearly every single 
person I’ve heard defend Bowie for these 
actions would pounce full bore on Trump 
for the exact same accusations. So we have 
to ask ourselves what we really believe the 
actions mean out of context. We can’t have 
it both ways. 


The type of hero worship we generate, 
and the immunity that can come with it, 
can be very harmful. It isn’t necessary to 
vindicate Bowie of wrongdoing to appre- 
ciate him as an artist. Brushing it under 
the rug makes it easier for other people to 
feel like those actions are part of being a 
superstar—that rock gods are entitled to 
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ing this answer, | feel myself affected by his nday days’ 
charisma, by his cool guy poe and influ- _mo anes 
ence. | have to keep checking that I’m not ke. e 
going easy on him, and alas, | probably still m! : 
am. I’m not using the word rape because n BookingEL@yahoo.com 


1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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I'm a coward, even though legally that’s 
what it was. 


| think that a lot of the outrage against 
Bowie on social media is because it’s hon- 
estly a really good time to hold up a mirror 
and see how complicit we can be in pas- 
sive misogyny and racism. It’s the Eeople 
that we love and respect the most that 
we should hold to the highest standards, 
not the other way around. If we can’t find 
the strength and character to speak out 
against Bowie's actions, then what hope is 
there of us speaking up against our friends 
and family when they do fucked up shit? 
What he did was wrong. Any defense that 
weighs his contributions to music and cul- 
ture and LGBT acceptance against his mor- 
al Henares ens is just irrelevant. I’ve done 
a bunch of terrible shit. I've hurt a lot of 
wonderful people. And the Secret Admirer 
is awesome, and people tell me often that 
it helps them deal with loneliness and de- 
ression—that it’s a positive force in their 
ives. That doesn’t reduce the weight of any 
of my terrible deeds by even a single gram. 


Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
Rowhouse$Spirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


This is all over the place and I’m sorry. 
I'm really not the person to ask. Just take a 
second to imagine what it might feel like 
as someone who lived through the Holo- 
caust to hear a very popular musician say 
that England needs another Hitler. Or to 
drop out of school and get into drugs at 
14 only to be used and used until there 
isn't much left, like so many young, forgot- 
ten gals. And what it feels like to grow up 
completely miserable and misunderstood 
by literally every person in your life, only to 
find Ziggy Stardust, and finally know that 
there are other weirdos and other dimen- 
sions and that life really is worth living. Feel 
however you want, and understand that 
everyone else can feel however they want 
too, and that it’s more productive to listen 
and discuss than outright dismiss. 
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Would you Jike to place‘an ad in the Se: 
cret Admirer? Well-you can-t's 30 dol- 
k; 90 dollars for 


lars for T¥ 


dependently owne@ and: produced in. 

Philadelphia, PA by@ college dropott, 

and has been runnifg strong for.almost 

6 years. It comes Out @n Tuesdays and is 

in 250 spots across the city. All Admirer 
locomotion is con@ucted via bicycle,. 
and the Admirsy@iiee: and aspires 
to promote equality and acceptance, 

communicatiof and interpersonal har; 

mony forall’603 2034766.  - 


22&Market 
gal 1- | mean, | really like Ben Franklin. 
gal 2- Oh my god, yeah, he was so cool! 


Elevator in 2 Penn Center 
gal- (to two other gals) What's your breakup ritual? Like, | listen to Janis Joplin 
and Kelly Clarkson. 


South St 
guy- I've been eating that salt you throw on ice forever, | find out shit's 
poisonous! But you CAN put it in your bathtub. 


Rocket Cat 

gal- | was thinking 2016 might be my year, but in the first 10 days | totaled my 
car and David Bowie died, so I'm just gonna try for 2017. 

guy- So you're going to hibernate for 355 days? 

gal- No, 356. It's a leap year. 

guy- Huh. Ok. Guess I'll see you later then. 
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aeross 

1. Bloviation 
5. Skunk weapon 
10. Army bugs 
City Hall 14. Like, where you are 
guy- (panhandling) Excuse me, sir, | don't mean any disrespect, but you are 15. Next to START on NES pad 

very ugly. 16. The number that isn’t a number 
17.When your guts don't like what's 


1. Opposite of a ladder 

2. Kidney-related 

3. Mountain crest 

4. Mendel's evolutionary subject 
5. An emanating curve 

6. A fit of anxiety 

7. Regretted 


is coming back! 


STOLEN BIKE ALERT - forest green Trek with a 
rear rack, ulock holder, taken from around the 
500 block of Girard. Will buy back - no questions 
asked. Reward if found. 413 961-9135 
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going on 
Affirm 
Ink 
Gay parade 
Folk-singing foxes are this 


8. Productively offensive 
9. Progressive rock band 


10. 


A type of Iggy 


11. The raven says 


12. 


Forest citizen 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfair mail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 


Melancholic 13. Classify 
25. Inch stick 

27. Where websites live 

28. Flappy handlebar decoration 
31. Sudden burst 

34. Mexican gal pal 

35. Old Ben Kenobi 

36. Gumby and Pokey 

37. Hand sheath 

38. Cut close 

39. Every and each 

40. Penurious 


41. Our decade , 
42. Narrow 37. Toothy smirk 


44, Gumby or Pokey 38. Building block of life 


45. The act of leaving 40. Signal 
46. Substitute 41. Duct and Gorilla 


50. This ass is a wet ass 43. Small snatch of time 
52. Flows by Notre Dame 44. Poverty 

54. Roman goddess of peace 46. Carnival attractions 
55. Pregnant 47. APARA. Couldn't find a good clue. 
56. A language of India 48. Artificial waterway 

58. Internet coward 49. Banish 

59. Cow tit 50. Smack 

60. By mouth 51. Move towards nothing 
61. Flippant 53. Terminates 

62. Unfastidious 56. Sing without lips 

63. Prolonged gust 57. Clothe 


Travia Tire 


1- Where are ghost peppers native? 
2- What country touches Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia and Albania? 
3- Name Superman's adopted home town, 


Admirer. We'll print when we have enough. 
Send in as many as you like. 


BECAUSE MENSTRUATION ISN'T TABOO! 


. Steeple 
. Pet parasite 
. Nickelodeon gladiator show 
26. Want 
Mortal Kombat secret character Penne eee neeennenceeneneeeaneesnannaeeasnsesanssesasacessnscresnsasaassnsesasasssussssesasacesnnsssnsnesseannseeasy 
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I It’s é 
Wacky é Facts! A 
@ A Male fruit flies that are rejected by females are 


drawn to consume more alcohol. A An orange is a berry. A A strawberry 
is not a berry. A The average prepubescent Neanderthal girl had larger 
biceps than the average full grown man has today. A Vatican City has the 
highest crime rate in the world by a long shot. There are only 800 resi- 
dents and over 600 crimes are reported per year. A 50% more US soldiers 
killed themselves than were killed in action in Afghanistan in 2012. A 

2 people can comprise a "riot" in Nevada. A Nomophobia is the fear of 
being out of cell phone reception. A Sausages were originally marketed 
as "bags of mystery.’ A Though cows eat only grass, their sense of taste is 
roughly 2.5 times more sophisticated than ours. A You produce enough 
hydrogen in your urine each year to power a car for almost 1,700 miles. A 
About 200,000 academic journals are produced each year, with an aver- 
age of 5 readers per article. A 85% of clicks on popup internet ads is done 
by 8% of the people that use the Internet. A The International Space Sta- 
tion has cost more than 30 times its weight in gold. A 
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Kahuna, Cattiva,and Petunia 
straight chillin’ 


JAM 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


(267) 8584186 


Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 
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when the sun ts farthest away 
| play your ring tone 
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Come to our great place to en- ¢ 
joy our foods and beverages! ° 
You will NOT be disappointed! 3 
Nor will you leave hungry, 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 


over and over again 


! and it ‘feels like a drug. 


Lost but Seeking 4- How many kids are in the family in Mrs. Doubtfire? 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 5- Which of the 7 Dwarves did not speak? 
for free if we have spare room. <3 ANSWERS ON BACK | ‘Smee eee eee ee ee ee ee eee =? 


